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Focus

Special 
Education

Child 
Welfare

These two systems – child 
welfare and special 
education – singly or in 
combination, have the 
potential to be beneficial 
or detrimental to the 
children with whom they 
are involved.
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Study Design

• Longitudinal data from Illinois Department of Children and 
Family Services (DCFS) and Chicago Public Schools (CPS)

• Compared students in out-of-home care with students who 
had no record of substantiated maltreatment (3,285 vs. 
341,198 as of Sept. 2004)

• Compared students with Emotional Disturbance (ED) to those 
with other special education classifications and those with no 
special education classification
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Emotional Disturbance (ED) Classifications by Age
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Dramatic Growth in the Proportion of 
Children in Care with ED
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School Outcomes among Students with ED
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Concerns

• Ability to distinguish between adjustment or reactive 
behaviors vs. a chronic disorder that warrants an ED 
classification

• Extent to which the behaviors might reflect unmet 
mental health needs or a lack of access to and use of 
needed clinical resources

• Effectiveness of the IEP services received
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Implications

• Identify other mechanisms available for an interim intervention in cases 
of “temporary” or “reactive” behaviors

• Provide cross-system training on
• the impact of maltreatment and transition into care
• Special education evaluations and monitoring service plans 

• Provide mental health services that support IEP services and facilitate 
students’ educational progress

• Identify when and how to re-integrate students with classifications into 
the general education environment
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More Information Available from
www.chapinhall.org

• Behavior Problems and 
Educational Disruptions 
Among Children in Out-
of-Home Care in Chicago

• Educational Experiences 
of Children in Out-of-
Home Care 
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